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SYNOPSIS
It’s the last day on earth,  twelve hours before an event will end life as we know it. James (Na-
than Phillips) makes his way across a lawless city to the party to end all parties.

Along the way he somewhat reluctantly saves the life of a little girl named Rose (Angourie Rice) 
desperately searching for her father.  Stuck with the unexpected burden of responsibility James 
is forced to question what really matters as the hours tick away.

BACKGROUND INFO
These Final Hours is the first feature film from writer/director Zak Hilditch and producer Liz Kearney.  

Zak Hilditch is one of Australia’s up and coming directing talents.  His short film Transmission 
which was made as a companion piece for These Final Hours was nominated for Best Film at 
the 2013 AACTA awards and won Best Screenplay.  Zak has written and directed numerous short 
films and no budget features which have screened in festivals around the world including Tribeca, 
Slamdance, Uppsala, St Kilda and Flickerfest.

These Final Hours was developed through Screen Australia’s Springboard program and with the 
assistance of ScreenWest.

The film was shot in Perth, Western Australia over a five week period in October and November 
2012.

A talented ensemble of some of Australia’s finest up and coming actors appear in the film includ-
ing lead Nathan Phillips (Wolf Creek, Chernobyl Diaries) with Daniel Henshall (Snowtown, Not Suit-
able For Children, Any Questions for Ben), Jessica de Gouw (Dracula, Arrow, Kath and Kimderella), 
Sarah Snook (Not Suitable For Children, Predestination), Kathryn Beck (Burning Man, Puberty 
Blues).  Joining them is industry stalwart Lynette Curran (The Boys, Japanese Story, The Year My 
Voice Broke) who plays a small but pivotal role. The film also introduces audiences to rising talent 
Angourie Rice in her first feature film.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
WHAT DREW ME TO THE STORY?

I first started writing the feature script for These Final Hours in the late summer of 2009. The initial 
inspiration for the story was a love of science fiction where the main characters are forced to band 
together after a major cataclysmic event, from 28 Days Later, to early 60’s Twilight Zone episodes like 
The Midnight Sun, I have always been intrigued by this concept, in particular the “what would you 
do?” element. Sci fi films that focus predominantly on the human element within this scenario are the 
ones that have stuck with me, less so the ones that quickly get overshadowed by the cataclysm itself.

Writing These Final Hours was in a way an attempt to tell my own version of a “people reacting to 
a sudden and drastically changed world” story that could satisfy all the things I love about the sci-fi 
genre. The writing of the first draft coincided with watching a 10 minute YouTube animation which 
depicts what would happen to the Earth if it was destroyed by an asteroid. It detailed how the planet 
would be so devastated that it would be peeled like an orange over a twenty four hour period until it 
was a complete ball of fire. This painted a vivid picture in my mind and got me thinking that if Australia 
was one of the last places to be ‘peeled’ you could have a canvas whereby over the course of one 
day, it gets increasingly hotter and louder, with the added terrifying and ominous element of people 
knowing exactly when their time is up.

THE CHARACTER OF JAMES

Having my canvas was one thing, but deciding on what characters to explore within this scenario 
was another. Drawing on my own fears as a now thirty year old man coming to terms with shifting 
adult responsibilities, I developed James, a man unwilling to accept responsibility, but when forced to, 
realises his own self worth. I wanted to explore the last day on Earth through the eyes of an everyman 
like James.  He’s a guy unable to face the end head on, who just wants to go to the party to end all 
parties and numb the pain, but ultimately he realises that it’s never too late to find redemption, even 
in the face of the apocalypse.

I found my perfect James in Nathan Phillips who embodied the everyman I had in mind, someone with 
a bit of grunt who can handle himself in a tight spot, but who also has the right amount of vulnerability 
to allow the audience in. Nathan transcended what was there on the page and really injected so much 
of himself into the character of James it was amazing to watch. I simply couldn’t imagine anyone but 
Nathan portraying him. 

THE CASTING

I feel incredibly humbled to have worked with such an amazing cast on These Final Hours. Having 
previously worked with Angourie Rice, I knew that she would be a formidable Rose. She compliments 
Nathan’s performance so well, bringing the perfect ‘ying to his yang’.  Rose is constantly challenging 
James’ morality until he ultimately takes responsibility for her and becomes the man and father figure 
he was reluctant to be. Angourie is an extraordinary young actress who is mature beyond her years.

Jessica de Gouw as Zoe and Kathryn Beck as Vicky are like fire and ice in the film. These two women 
in James’ life both represent who James is, and who he’s trying to be. Both Jess and Kathryn are so 
incredibly dynamic in the film in such different ways and fully embody what it means to know you 
are going to die. Like Nathan, the pair both put so much of themselves into the characters and really 
light up the screen.

Dan Henshall as Freddy, Sarah Snook as a crazed party goer and Lynette Curran as James’ Mum, all 
help round out the full gamut of how people are dealing with the last day on Earth in such visceral 
ways. The cast is so well balanced and it was a total privilege to have been able to work with them all.

MY CREATIVE VISION

Creating a compelling sense of the impending apocalypse on a low budget was always going to be 
a giant challenge. Authentic, truthful performances from the cast that capture humanity in its most 
extreme light was integral to me selling a believable world on the brink of destruction. 

Finding exteriors in and around Perth that already harnessed a certain sense of a crumbling society 
was also a strategic move in keeping with the film’s raw and gritty approach. An abandoned ice arena, 
an unfinished housing estate, empty suburban streets  in the middle of Perth - all of these locations 
help evoke ideas of eerie abandonment and are visually alluring and mysterious.

The rising heat of the film was also incredibly important in dictating the overall look of the film as is 
the bold and striking soundscape which is a major component of These Final Hours, as the Earth gets 
peeled by a ring of fire, a distant rumble intensifies over the course of the twelve hours depicted in 
the film. 
The combination of arresting, gritty visuals and a dynamic soundscape have complemented the story 
beautifully and created a viewing experience where the audience is squarely in James’ shoes as he 
finds redemption on the last day on earth amidst the carnage and chaos.

These Final Hours is an incredibly immersive cinema experience that leaves the audience not only 
gasping but also hopefully reflecting on their own relationships, considering who they would want to 
be with if they knew the end was nigh.

Zak Hilditch



DIRECTOR & PRODUCER
Zak Hilditch - WRITER/DIRECTOR

Zak studied film at Curtin University in Western Australia where he completed his honours degree in 
2004. In 2006, Zak won the Young Filmmaker of the year award at the WA Screen Awards. Zak’s de-
but low budget feature The Actress acquired Australian and New Zealand distribution on DVD in 2007.
In 2010 Zak developed his feature film These Final Hours through Screen Australia’s Springboard 
initiative and received funding for a short sci-fi drama called Transmission through the same scheme.  
Zak was nominated for Inside Film’s Rising Talent Award in 2011.
In 2012 Transmission was in competition at the Tribeca Film Festival, won four awards including best 
film and director at the 2012 St Kilda Film Festival and was nominated for best short and screenplay 
at the 2013 AACTA awards, winning best short screenplay. These Final Hours is Zak’s first financed 
feature film.

Liz Kearney - PRODUCER

These Final Hours is Liz’s first feature film as producer. Prior to this Liz has produced the short film 
Transmission with Zak Hilditch which was financed by Screen Australia.  The short did extremely well 
on the festival circuit screening at Tribeca, Uppsala, Puchon, Flickerfest and St Kilda.
Liz recently produced one of the short films being made as part of the Tim Winton compendium The 
Turning with writer/director Jub Clerc, and recently received funding from Screen Australia to produce 
a stop motion short animated film with writer/director/cardboard sculptor Daniel Agdag.
Liz started out in the film and television industry working at funding agencies ScreenWest and the 
Film and Television Institute in WA.  Liz then went on to work in various production office roles on 
films such as Wasted on the Young, Needle and Bran Nu Dae and on television programs such as 
Cloudstreet and The Circuit.

MAIN CAST
Nathan Phillips as JAMES

Nathan has been working in film as a versatile actor with many roles in all kinds of genres including the 
award winning Australian Rules, WolfCreek, West, Surfer Dude, Snakes On a Plane, TakeAway, Balibo, 
and the anticipated apocalyptic Aussie film These Final Hours.
The 12 years experience has seen him transition into working behind the camera to learn the ropes as a 
camera assistant, grip, acting coach, writer, producer and director. His directorial debut was the short film 
Message From the CEO which screened world wide and at St Kilda Film Festival, another of his shorts 
PAM also screened at the St Kilda Film Festival. Nathan also directed and shot camera for the Balibo DVD 
bonus 6 part series capturing the historic behind the scenes, interviews and footage of the film making 
process. Directing is a seamless journey for this energetic and experienced passionate artist.
Nathan works as a qualified Yoga instructor and fashion designer, managing his own label ‘The White Wolf’.

Angourie Rice as ROSE

From a creative family, Angourie began her career in Perth, Western Australia with several short 
films and national television commercials. She first came to industry attention with her work on Zak 
Hilditch’s short film ‘Transmission’. Angourie travelled with the film to a number of festivals including 
the Tribeca Film Festival in New York and was awarded Best Actor at the St. Kilda Film Festival in 
2012.
Following a national search, Hilditch also found he could not go past Angourie for a lead role in his 
follow-up feature film ‘These Final Hours’ which is being released in 2013. She has also since shot 
the lead role of Jade in the BBC / 20th Century Fox feature film ‘Walking With Dinosaurs 3D’ and has 
a number of pending projects due for release in the near future.  Catching the attention of Casting 
Directors worldwide with a wisdom in her work far beyond her years, Angourie is most definitely one 
to watch.



CAST
James    Nathan Phillips
Rose    Angourie Rice
Zoe    Jessica de Gouw
Vicky     Kathryn Beck
Freddy    Daniel Henshall
Mandy’s Mum   Sarah Snook
James’ Mum    Lynette Curran 

CREW
Writer/Director   Zak Hilditch
Producer    Liz Kearney
Executive Producer  Robert Connolly 
Director of Photography Bonnie Elliott 
Edited by   Nick Meyers ASE 
Editor    Meredith Watson Jeffrey 
Sound Designer  Emma Bortignon 
Composer   Cornel Wilczek 
Original Party Music  Alex Akers 
Casting   Jane Norris 
Production Designer  Nigel Devenport 
Costume Designer  Marcia Ball 
VFX    Double Barrel

With the support of  ScreenWest 
    Lotterywest 
    Screen Australia 
    Melbourne International Film Festival

International Sales  Celluloid Nightmares

MAIN CAST (cont’d)
Jessica de Gouw as ZOE 

Jessica de Gouw is currently in production on the NBC series Dracula with Jonathan Rhys Meyers and 
has most recently been seen alongside Stephen Amell in the CW Network’s series, Arrow. 
Her other television credits include the ABC telemovie The Mystery of a Hansom Cab, Crownies, Un-
derbelly: Razor and Tricky Business on the Nine Network. 

Jessica made her feature film debut in 2012 in Kath & Kimderella alongside Jane Turner, Gina Riley 
and Magda Szubanski and will next be seen in Zak Hilditch’s feature, These Final Hours which will 
have its World Premiere at the 2013 Melbourne International Film Festival. She has also appeared in 
several short films including By Shanks Pony and The Dinner Meeting.
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